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“I've been Tango'd”

Try searching the internet for AJS
motorcycles and what do you find? A
selection of classic motorcycles from
the last 100 years or so; but what
about the new AJS company?

AJS was re-started by the late Fluff
Brown in September 1974. Fluff,
working as the off-road competition
manager at Norton Villiers, bought
out the ailing company and the entire
stock of AJS Stormer Scrambler parts.

Fluff's eldest son joined the
company in 1987 and started looking
at the array of small, affordable
motorcycles built in China. A copy of
the world-famous Yamaha PW80 (one
of the first children’s bikes imported
and distributed through a dealer
network by AJS in 1998) was the
Jianshe Coyote-80, which proved very
reliable and robust.

Riders on the storm

Today, AJS’s current mission policy is
to bring to the market exciting and
unique motorcycles and scooters
that offer exceptional value and
quality, backed up with a two-year
warranty (including parts and

AJS Tempest [
Scrambler 125

labour), along with a spare parts
service of excellence.

Now this wee little motorcycle - in
keeping with the AJS Scrambler
tradition - is the Tempest. It actually
takes me back to the very first bike I
ever bought, way back in the mid-70s,
whilst serving in the RAF in
Lossiemouth, Scotland - a
Suzuki TS185. Similar
styling, even similar in
colour, but alarger
cc-powered trail
bike and, of course,
Japanese made as
opposed to
Chinese.

This small and
lightweight
model with
off-road
capabilities was my
choice as alearner
vehicle then and I can
see why this new 17-year-
old learner-legal model, which
you canride on a CBT or Al driving
licence, would be a similar choice as
your 'first on two wheels' machine.

“I've been Tango'd”
These were the first words I spoke
when Iinitially saw this bike in the
flesh. Blazing Orange was the colour
for this 125cc small, lightweight
124kg (2721bs) model, built on the
Cadwell platform, but with alonger
swinging arm. Other options ref ect
the colours of previous great
AJS scramblers, with it
being available in
the old classic Jet
Black, Oasis Blue
and Mojave
Yellow.

The bike
really does
look the dogs
- bigger

looking than I
first thought
after checking it
out on the AJS
website. Solid in all
aspects and even

though it’s classed as a
lightweight, it still has that rugged,
robust feel to it, too. Straight-pull,
spoked wheels with black alloy rims;
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abig4.10-18" on thefront with a
smaller 4.60-17” on therear. Front
and rear single disc combined
braking system. Huge knobbly
‘Adventure’ tyresfitted asstandard.

It has 37mm diameter front forks
with, of course, therubber fork
protector sleevesin black, alongwith
an extended mudguard on thefront to
help prevent splashback. It also has
twin rear shocksand with number
boardsfront and centre, soit really
doeshavethat look of acompetitive
old-style Scrambler —and it hasa
headlight guard fitted, too. There’s
also acentreand side stand, of which
thelatter hasto beraised to enable
the biketo be started either with the
electricor kick-start; thismodern-day
safety featurethrew me when | first
tried tofirethe bike up.

With thisbike, there’s not too much
chrometo worry about should you go
‘green-laning’ —just the stainless steel
exhaust system.

A comfortable fit

I’'monly 5'8” (173cm) so with aseat
height of 780mm and a 1370mm
wheelbase, it'sanicesizefor us
shorties; not sureabout anyoneof a
tall nature, asl think thisbike would
then bealittle cramped.

Now | did find that the suspension
system on the Tempest (even though
it wasdialled-in on the softest
settings) isextremely hard (I guessit’s
designed likethat should you takeit
of froad). So, coupled with those big
knobbly tyres, it'satad
uncomfortable on my 27-mile
commuteto work, soitwasahard
rideon myfirst outing. You do quickly
get used to the tyres after afew more
rideouts. Whilst | didn’t get achance
totest them outin the wet, it'squite
niceon thetight twistieson rural
roads. And aslongasyou usethe
gearsoften, thenit'safun rideat low
speeds; the same goesfor any hills
(although we don’t havethat manyin
theLincolnshire Fensand Wolds
wherel live). Just remember todrop it
down agear or two, otherwise the
engine strugglesabit. Sayingthat

though, the bikeishappy tootling
along at 50mph once you get on a
straight bit of road and any corners
—even relatively tight ones, can be
ridden through in top gear, suchisthe
gearing. At first changingdown to
scrub-off speed on approaching
30mph speed limits, | found the bike
almost comingto adirect stop, but
with timeyou’ll learn when and
which gear to changedown toand |
now remember to changewell in
advance, findingasmoother
approach with itsgearbox.

The OHC, air-cooled, single cylinder
engineisfuel injected, sonofuel tap
toremember to turn off or on; but
with amaximum power of
7.4Kw@0,000rpm, thisfour-strokeis
not goingto set therubber alight,
but it doeshavean enginebalance
shaft to giveasmoother ride.
Transmission isa5-speed gearbox
and chain-driven.

First date
Thisisthefirsttimel'veridden a
small ccengined bike for along, long
time, soit’'sbeen an experience, to say
theleast. It'snot really fair to compare
thisto my old Yamaha FJR 1300 beast
of abike, butit hasbeen like
reminiscing back to my younger years
and that first TS185. In away it’slike
learningto ride again from scratch.
Even asan |AM Advanced rider we
were always taught that you're never
tooold tolearn and | find myself
usingmy |AM skillson thisbike, too
—only | do havetoremember to pull
over from the centre of the
carriageway and indicateto let car
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driverspast. So far the fact that I'm
doingthishasgiven meinreturn
many positive gestures of hand waves
and hazard lightsto acknowledge
that I've seen them and let them
speed by. So, constant mirror checks
aremy advanced ridingtop tipsfor
thelessexperienced; let them by as
you're never goingto travel at any
great speed on thislittle weenie.

Theinstrument cluster looks clear
andlargein size, with the
speedometer marked in both mph
and kph. | did find that if the weather
wasabit on the cold side the speedo
and rev counter dials seemed to mist
up abit (not sureifit wason theinside
of thedial or outside of the glass).

Alow fuel warninglightisincluded,
but I’'m not sure at what remaining
level thiswould illuminateas|’ve not
tested it, although it lookslikeit’s
when there’saround 2.5litresleftin
thetank (somethingto check further
in theuser manual, | think)! The
indicator and light switchesare easily
reached with agloved hand, along
with the main beam switch. Thisalso
appliesto thefull beam passswitch.

Personally, I've not had to change
any of the bike'sadjustmentsor
settings, other than tighten up the
mirrors. Therear brake pedal seems
tohaveafair bit of travel on it before it
bitesand | may raisethisupin time.
Thefront lever isfineand the clutch
leverisalittleon thetight side, but |
do prefer this.

A16litre (3.5 gallon) tank should get
me some serious mileage out of the
Tempest (AJSclaim 118mpgunder
test conditions); speed-wise it’sonly
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offroad conmpetitiondays

let me do 55mph max so far on full
throttle, although the spec does say
approx 60mph top wack —must be my
12 stone-plusframeit doesn’t like! Oh
tobeaskinny 17-year-old again!

Blazing Saddlesit’s not!
Solidly built and heavier than |
thought it looked, for afirst-time
riders’ bikeit'sideal —no silly speeds
to cause any real problemsfor
beginners, and the off-road option
too, will be good for some. When | had
the Suzi TSmentioned earlier, | used
tolovetakingit off-road through local
woods, down the beachesand sand
dunes (all great fun when you're
honingyour rider skillsasanovice). |
did giveit ablast down agreen lane
locally and it wasfine; just giveit
plenty of revs before setting of ffrom a
standingstart, asthe clutch hasafair
bit of travel before it actually bites!

Aneat luggage rack can be obtained
asalow-cost accessory, alongwith
reservoir rear shocks.

Theonly negative | want to mention
isthe seat: the website description
claimsa ‘plush diamond pattern seat’;
well, it doeshaveadiamond pattern
granted, but plushiit certainlyisn'’t.
Yes, somewill sayit'snot an FIRwitha
seat likean armchair, but comeon AJS
—some form of paddingwould be great
(it'spossibly thereason | feel thebikeis
ahardride)! If| ever bought one (assay
awinter hack) I'd have to contemplate
the purchase of an aftermarket gel seat
forit, that’sfor sure.

Werds John
Images Gary



